                                            COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
                                                 OCTOBER 12, 2016

Charles City City Council met in a planning session on October 12, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in council chambers.  Mayor Pro Tem Jerry Joerger presided and the following council members were present: Keith Starr, DeLaine Freeseman, Dan Mallaro and Michael Hammond.  Also present were city engineer John Fallis and assistant city attorney Brad Sloter.

Heidi Nielsen, housing director, presented information on fee accountant proposals she had received.  Request for proposal was sent to 6 firms with 3 proposals being returned and the fees were all very comparable.  All three firms are very experienced in providing accounting services for housing authorities.  The housing board has reviewed all the proposals and is recommending accepting the proposal from C. Naber and Associates, who is the current fee accountant.  Their fees in the proposal are the same price they are charging us now and Heidi is very satisfied with the work they do.  This item will be on the next regular agenda for council action.

Heidi also discussed the need for a change order for the South Cedar Terrace handrail project.  Four additional areas have been identified as needing hand rails and were not included in the original specs.  Also, additional sod is needed to repair the area disturbed due to drain tile work that was added in change order #1 for this project, it was inadvertently left out at that time.  The cost of these additions is $7,846.25.  This item will be on the next regular agenda for council action.

Kurt Walderbach has submitted an application for funding through the city’s Façade program to the design committee.  They want to relocate the business sign currently on the front door to the back door, add printed window headers to doors and windows and install a new business sign on the front of the building.  The amount they are requesting is $2,958.  The design committee is recommending approval of this funding and this item will be on the next regular agenda for council action.

Laurie Pederson, who owns property at 1202 Clark Street, was present to request leasing some city property to allow her access to the back of her property.  Up until now, the three property owners there had been using a shared access driveway to the back of their properties.  The owner of that access recently blocked that driveway off with big cement blocks.  Laurie is proposing the lease of a 10’ wide driveway that would go along the top of a FEMA parcel that the city currently owns and the city attorney has drafted a lease for this section for council to review.  There is a line of trees/bushes that would need to have a portion removed to put in this access area and it was suggested to address that in the lease that’s been drafted.  That lot had previously been leased for a garden and $50 a year was the payment.  Laurie is proposing that she pay that amount per year for the three year term of the lease.  Since this lease is for 3 years or less, it is not required to be put out for bids.  She is interested in a permanent lease, but since this is a FEMA buyout lot, that might not be possible.  

Norman Zimmerman was present to discuss the disposal of the city’s compost materials.  He would like to remove large quantities of this material for commercial use.  There is an estimated 13,000 cubic yards of this compost now and we would consider allocating 3,000 cubic yards to Mr. Zimmerman per year for 3 years.  The city attorney and Zimmerman’s attorney have been in discussions and have drafted a proposed agreement for this.  Street Superintendent Dirk Uetz was present  and stated that we have tried different avenues to get rid of this material but have not had any luck.  Mr. Zimmerman wants to bring in his own equipment to grind this material up again and leave it sit at our dump site until next spring. This item was not included in the draft agreement.  Council expressed some concern over doing that and asked that both attorneys discuss this further.  

City Engineer John Fallis discussed some upcoming small projects that will require temporary construction easements and permanent easements.  Two are sidewalk projects to create ADA accessible walkways and are located between South Cedar Terrace and Kwik Star and at the northwest corner of Blunt and North Jackson intersection.  The other is a storm sewer project that includes a short extension of 12” storm sewer and placement of an intake between the properties on Park and Central Avenues just north of First Avenue.  Once approval is received from the private property owners involved, the easements will be presented to council for approval at a future regular meeting.  These projects are planned for construction yet this fall.

City Engineer Fallis reported to the council that the house at 1911 Clark that the city had acquired has been demolished.

There being no further business, meeting was adjourned.

                                                                                           Jerry Joerger, Mayor Pro Tem
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